
When you and your spouse or partner have different 
approaches to money, it can cause tension. Money is one of 

the major reasons cited for divorce and breakups. Why? Because 
money is personal. You have your ideas on how to spend it, save 
it, and earn it. It’s inevitable that your approach will clash with your 
spouse or partner.
 
Here’s a few ideas that will get the finance discussion going in a 
constructive way.
 
Dedicate time: Agree on a time that you’d like to talk about money 
and, together, choose a place that works for both of you. Make it 
a time when you both can focus on the topic without distractions.

Lay out a vision: Begin the discussion with a vision or a goal. 
Examples include:
   • Would you like to spend a week at the Grand Canyon?
   • Wouldn’t it be amazing to buy a home next year?
   • I’d love to finally upgrade our car.

Talking about future goals sets a positive tone for the conversation.

Attach monetary values to your goals: Now that you’ve shared 
your goals, start talking numbers. How much would it really cost to 
achieve what you laid out above?

Create a saving plan: With your goals in mind, start building a 
plan. Together with your spouse or partner, create a reasonable 
savings plan that will help you reach your shared goal.

Build a budget: Let’s turn the dream into reality. Discuss specific 
ways to cut back. Don’t point fingers; each should admit to their 
own shortcomings and be honest about your own vices.
Together, work out a monthly budget that accounts for all of your 
expenses and your new savings goal. Put in the budget a number 
you want to save each month.

See it come together: The next step is watching your Five Star 
savings account grow. The more you save and then pay for your 
goals in cash, the happier you will both be in the long run. By being 
on the same page, you will see less tension and more happiness.
 
If you need help getting started, stop by your local Five Star branch. 
We’re here to help!
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The League of 
Southeastern 
Credit Unions 
honored Rep. 
Martha Roby 
as the Alabama 
Federal Lawmaker 
of the Year. Five 
Star Credit Union 
was on hand to 
present Rep. Roby 
with the award in 
Washington, D.C. 
in February.

Communicat ion 
LEADS TO A  Happier Life



Sign up for e-statements
Reduce clutter | Stay organized | More secure

Log into your 
online banking 

and click 
e-statements.
fivestarcu.com

Challenge Your Teen This Summer
Five Star is helping kids learn financial education in 18 schools 
this year. One lesson they are learning is how to open an account 
and save. The next step is earning money to go into the savings 
account. For some, that might not be until after high school or 

college graduation. This summer, parents should consider challenging their kids to do the 
following which will help them long term.
 
• Experts estimate an hourly bump between five and 20 percent when you speak a foreign 

language. Sites like Duolingo and Open Culture are excellent places to start.

• Learning to use a common piece of software can give you a serious leg up when searching 
for a job. The Microsoft Office suite, especially Excel and Access, are first steps. If cost is 
an issue, consider experimenting with Googles Docs, Sheets and Forms. These are free 
and cloud-based. Skill with programs like Access and Sheets is the No. 2 most in-demand 
skill.

• The ability to communicate ideas clearly is important in today’s job market. The only way 
to become a better writer is to write! They can try their hand at blogging, whether you 
want to talk about the NFL draft, new albums, or video games. Platforms such as Blogger 
and WordPress are free to try, and might connect you with other people who share your 
interests.

By using their time this summer to master a skill, it could pay huge dividends down the road 
when they begin thinking about a career.

Staff Gives Back
During our annual training day in February, Five Star staff 
raised $1,300 for the Stewart/Webster Cancer Fund. The 
staff also brought new towels to donate to the Dothan 
Rescue Mission. Eighty towels were dropped off at the 
Mission. This ensures that residents will have towels for 
another six months.

New Luv in Brunswick
Five Star has added a new mortgage loan originator in Brunswick. 
Luv McDowell-Bailey comes to Five Star after spending 10 years at 
Somerset Mortgage Corporation. She has extensive experience 
originating loans in Glynn County. Five Star has had record years in 
mortgage lending over the past five years. By adding Luv, Five Star will 
be able to facilitate many more mortgage needs in Glynn County. She 
will work out of the St. Simons Island and Brunswick branches.
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Connect With Us

There are several ways to connect 
with Five Star Credit Union. 

You can engage with Five Star on 
Facebook and Twitter:

www.facebook.com/FiveStarCU
www.twitter.com/FiveStarCreditU

Call the Member Care Center at 
(888) 619-1711 or send an email to 

membercarecenter@fivestarcu.com.

Use the “Contact” button on the 
website and send an email. 

www.fivestarcu.com

Subscribe to Five Star’s 
YouTube channel.

See original videos, testimonials, 
and what makes Five Star a 
unique financial institution.

Click the YouTube icon 
at the top of our homepage. “Thank you Five Star. You guys made it so easy (mortgage). Candice 

and Code were wonderful to work with”            -  Elizabeth, Eufaula

Recent   5-star    feedback:

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS
 Memorial Day - Mon, May 28 • Independence Day - Wed, July 4
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